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PREFATORY NOTE. 



By a vote of the Massachusetts Historical Society, at 
the meeting held on the 19th of April, 1858, the Stand- 
ing Committee were authorized to publish such a selec- 
tion from the recent Proceedings of the Society as they 
deemed to be of general interest. The Chairman and 
Secretary were appointed a Subcommittee to carry this 
vote into effect ; and they immediately commenced the 
performance of that duty. 

A large portion of the Proceedings contained in the 
present volume was in type several months since ; but 
circumstances beyond their control have compelled the 
Committee to delay the publication of the work until 
the present time. 

It was a matter of no little consideration at what 
date this volume of Proceedings should commence. 
Reasons, which were satisfactory to the Committee, 
determined them to begin with the Annual Meeting of 
1855, and to conclude with the final Proceedings of the 
year 1857-8. The volume thus contains a complete 
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account of the donations of the Appleton and the Sears 
Fund ; of the Dowse Library and Fund ; of the Belknap 
Collection of books, manuscripts, &c. ; of the recovery 
and publication of the Bradford Manuscript ; of the 
purchase of the Building occupied by the Society; of 
the amendment of its Charter ; and of the adoption 
of the new code of By-laws. 

The engravings by which the Proceedings are illus- 
trated were executed expressly for this volume, without 
expense to the Society. The head of Samuel Appleton, 
from the Society's portrait by Healey, was presented by 
his executors ; that of Thomas Dowse, from Wight's 
painting, and of Edward Everett, from Stuart's unfin- 
ished sketch, painted in 1821, — the only portrait in 
the Dowse Library when at Cambridge, — were fur- 
nished by Mr. Dowse's executors. The portrait of the 
Rev. Dr. Belknap, and that of Washington by Gullager, 
were the gift of Edward Belknap, Esq. For the 
engraving of the Washington Chair, we are indebted 
to Benjamin R. Winthrop, Esq., of New York. 

The publication of the Proceedings of the Society 
is not intended to interfere with that of the Collections, 
of which three series, and a part of the fourth, — 
thirty-four volumes in all, — have already been issued, 
and another volume is now in charge of a Publishing 
Committee. The Collections have hitherto been neces- 
sarily of quite a miscellaneous character. The liberal 
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provisions of the Appleton Fund will hereafter allow 
the Society to publish annually a handsome volume 
from original manuscripts of permanent interest, either 
from its own Archives or from other sources ; while the 
Proceedings will contain an account of the stated and 
special meetings, the reports of committees, correspond- 
ence, announcements of donations, and papers of a less 
elaborate character, prepared by members, and read 
before the Society. 

Another volume of Proceedings, commencing with 
the Annual Meeting in April, 1858, is already in press. 
The Committee hope that there will also be prepared, 
at some convenient and not very remote time, a digest 
or selection from the Society's records, which may give a 
connected history of its origin and early transactions, — 
that the Society may thus acknowledge, in the most 
fitting manner, its indebtedness to the founders and 
early members by whose exertions, so wisely applied, 
it was established on a basis which has secured its con- 
tinued usefulness and increasing prosperity. 
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